CONSTITUTION 
of the 

SHAKOPEE MDEWAKANTON SIOUX COKfflHITY 
of 

MINNESOTA 


PU RPOSE 

We, the. Indian people of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community, 
in order to secure the advantages of local self-government for 
ourselves and our children, do ordain and establish this constitution. 

ARTICLE I - TERRITORY 

The territory of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community shall consist 
of the four tracts of land located in Scott County, Minnesota, described 
in Appendix "A" attached hereto, now held in trust by the United States 
for the Minnesota Mdewakanton Sioux Indians and shall include, such other 
lands as may be legally added thereto. The jurisdiction of the community 
over such lands shall not be inconsistent with applicable Federal and 
State laws. 


ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 


Sectio n 1 . The membership of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 
shall consist of: 

(a) All persons of Mdewakanton Sioux Indian blood, not 
members of any other Indian tribe, band or group, 
whose names appear on the 1969 census roll of 
Mdewakanton Sioux" res idents of the Prior Lake 
Reservation, Minnesota, prepared specifically for 
the purpose of organizing the Shakopee Mdewakanton 
Sioux Community and approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior . 

(b) All children of at least one-fourth (1/4) degree 
Mdewakanton Sioux Indian blood born to an enrolled 
member of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community. 

, (c) All descendants of at least one-fourth (1/4) degree 

Mdewakanton Sioux Indian blood who can trace their 
Mdewakanton Sioux Indian blood to the Mdewakanton 
Sioux Indians who resided in Minnesota on May 20, 

1886, P rovided , they apply for membership and are 
found qualified by the governing body, and provided 
further*, they are not enrolled as members of some other 
tribe or band of Indians. 



Sec. 2. The governing body shall have power to pass resolutions or 
ordinances, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 
governing future membership, adoptions and loss- of membership. 

ARTICLE III - GOVERNING BOUT 


The governing body of the Shakopee Mdewakan ton Sioux Community shall 
be a general council, composed of all persons qualified to vote in 
community elections. There shall be a business council consisting 
of the chairman, vice-cha irman , and a secretary- treasurer , which 
shall perform such duties as may be authorized by the general council. 
Members of the business council shall hold office for four (4) years 
or until their successors are duly installed, except that the first 
business council elected under this consti tution shall hold office 
for only two (2) years. They shall also act as officers. The 
governing body shall determine its own procedures. 

ARTICLE IV - ELECTIONS 


All elections of officers, including the first election, shall be 
conducted under rules and regulations prescribed by the general 
council. Community members eighteen (18) years of age or over 
shall qualify as voters and, if elected, may hold office. 

ARTICLE V - POWERS 


The general council shall have such applicable powers as may be 
authorized by the Indian Reorganization Act of feune ,18 , 1934 (48 Stat. 
984) , and other Acts of Congress. The general fsuficil may delegate 


such powers to the elected business council! governing body shall 

manage community property including the ^^te^mmending and the making of 
assignments to community members. FuptH4r , powers may be delegated by 
the Secretary of the Interior orvdby /]4Jwep'-'duly authorized officials or 
agencies of government and such/Utlter powers as may have been customary 
and sanctioned before the adoptfijM this constitution. The exercise 
of all powers shall be subject Co approval by the Secretary of the 
Interior, where required by Federal law or published regulations of 
the Secretary of the Interior. 


ARTICLE VI - BILL OF RIGHTS 


All members of the community 7 shall be accorded equal opportunities to 
participate in the economic resources and activities of the community. 
All members of the community may enjoy, without hindrance, freedom of 
worship, conscience, speech, press, assembly, association and due 
process of law, as guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States. 
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ARTICLE VII - AMENDMENTS 


This constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the community voting at an election, authorized for that 
purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, provided at least thirty 
percent (30%) of those entitled to vote shall vote in such election; 
but no amendment shall become effective until it shall have been 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 

ARTICLE VIII “ RATIFICATION 

This constitution, x^hen legally adopted by a majority vote, of the 
voters of the Shakopoe Mdewakanton • Sioux -Community, -voting -at a 
special election called for that purpose by the Secretary of the 
Interior in x^hich at least thirty percent (30%) of those entitled to 
vote shall vote, shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior 
for his approval, and shall be effective from the date of such approve 
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APPENDIX "A" 

S%NW% and N%SW%, Section 22 (Tract 1 - 158.25 acres more or less) 

NE^SW^, Section 28 (Tract 2 ~ 40 acres) 

North 50 acres of E%NE%, Section 33 (Tract 3-50 acres) 

A part of the NE%NE%, Section 34, more particularly described as 
"Beginning at a point 550 feet south on section line of the 
northeast corner of section, thence west 990 feet; thence south 
440 feet; thence east 990 feet; thence north on section line 
440 feet to place of beginning." (Tract 4 - 10 acres) 

All of the above descriptions are in Township 115, North, Range 22 West. 
TOTAL ACREAGE - 258.25 acres more or less 
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IN RCPL.Y REFER TO: 




UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
M i n n e s o t a A ge n c y 
Third Floor, Federal Buiidins 
Bernidji, Minnesota 55601 


07 6 


November 4, 1969 


CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant: to an election authorized by the Acting Assistant Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs on. September 13, 1969, under delegated authority, the 
attached Constitution of the Shakopee Mdevakanton Sioux Cormriunity of 
Minnesota was submitted to the qualified voters of the community and was 
on November 4, 1969, duly 
Nb against. , in an els 

I to vote cast 

j 

Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 13, 1934 (43 Sta.L. 
9S4) , ns amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat, 373). 


dulv 

*■ 

a cop ted by 

a vote of / g'.' for 

, and 


. elec 

tion in which 

at least 30 percent 

O £ the 


t lad 

to vote cast 

their ballots in acco 

r dance ■ 

with 


Paul A. Krause 
Chairman, Election Board 


Norman M. Crooks 
Election board Member 


Amos Crooks 

Member , Election board 



APPROVAL 


I s HARRISON LOESCIIj Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the 
United States of America, by virtue of the authority granted to me 
by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended, do hereby 
approve the attached Constitution of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 
Community of Minnesota. 

Approval Recommended: 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


HARRISON LOESCH 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior 

Washington, D. C- 
Date: November 28, 1969 



AMENDMENT 
CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

SHAKOPEE MDEWAK ANTON SIOUX COMMUNITY 
OF MINNESOTA 


AMENDMENT I 

Article V - Powers shall be amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

ARTICLE V- POWERS 

Section 1 . Enumerated Powers. The general council shall exercise the following 
powers and may delegate such powers to the elected business council, subject to 
any limitations imposed by the Constitution or Statutes of the United States, and 
subject further to all expressed restrictions upon such powers contained in this 
constitution. 

(a) To negotiate and contract with the Federal, State, and local govern- 
ments on behalf of the community, and to advise and consult with the 
representatives of the Interior Department on all activities of the 
Department that may affect the community. 

(b) To employ counsel for the protection and advancement of the rights of 
the community and its members, which employment and fee is subject 
to approval by the Secretary of the Interior and in accord with the 
provisions of Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act, 25 U.S.C. 
476. 

(c) To approve or veto any sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of 
community lands, interest in lands, or other community assets. 

(d) To advise the Secretary of the Interior relative to the roll of members 
of the community. 

(e) To manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the community, 
except where limited by contract, federal regulations, or through the 
establishment of an autonomous board, committee or agency. 

(f) To appropriate for public purposes of the community available funds 
within the exclusive control of the community and, subject to review by 
the Secretary of the Interior, any other available community funds. 

(g) To promulgate and enforce ordinances, subject to review by the 
Secretary of the Interior, which provide for taxes, assessments, or 
license fees upon non-members doing business within the reservation, or 
obtaining special rights or privileges. 

(h) To promulgate and enforce ordinances which are intended to safeguard 
and promote the peace, safety, morals, and general welfare of the 
community by regulating the conduct of trade and the use and disposi- 
tion of property upon the reservation, providing that any ordinance 
directly affecting non-members shall be subject to review by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 



(i) To adopt resolutions regulating the operation and procedures of the 
council itself and of other community committees, agencies and offi- 
cials. 

(j) To encourage and foster the arts, crafts, traditions, and culture of the 
Mdewakanton Sioux Indians. 

(k) To create subordinate organizations for community development pur- 
poses and to regulate the activities of all such organizations. 

(l) To protect, develop and preserve the property, wildlife and natural 
resources of the community. 

(m) To delegate to subordinate boards, or community officials, or to 
cooperative associations which are open to all members of the com- 
munity, any of the foregoing powers, reserving the right to review any 
action taken by virtue of such delegated powers. 

(n) To establish autonomous boards and agencies, and to enter with other 
Indian communities, reservations, Tribes or boards in the establishment 
of autonomous boards and agencies for the benefit of the community to 
further develop the housing, economy, social welfare, transportation, 
communications, education, health, and culture of the community. All 
such boards and agencies shall be established upon ratification of the 
community. 

(o) To join and participate in national, regional, state and local associations 
which have the purpose of the advancement of the welfare of Indian 
people and to appoint members of the community as representatives to 
such associations. 

(p) To join and participate in intergovernmental or intertribal organizations 
which have purposes compatible to the community and to pay participa- 
tion fees and make contributions to such organizations and elect, or 
appoint, members of the community as representatives to such organiz- 
ations. 

Sec. 2 . Any resolution or ordinance which, by terms of this constitution, is subject 
to review by the Secretary of the Interior shall be presented to the Area Director 
of this jurisdiction, who shall, with ten (10) days thereafter, approve or disapprove 
the same. If the Area Director shall approve any ordinance or resolution, it shall 
thereupon become effective, but the Area Director shall transmit a copy of the 
same, bearing his endorsement, to the Secretary of the Interior, who may, within 
ninety (90) days from the date of its enactment, rescind the action of the Area 
Director for any cause by notifying the council of such decision. 

If the Area Director shall refuse to approve any resolution or ordinance submitted 
to him within ten (10) days of its enactment, he shall advise the council of his 
reasons therefore. If these reasons appear to the council insufficient, it may, by a 
majority vote, refer the ordinance of resolution to the Secretary of the Interior, 
who may, within ninety (90) days from the date of its enactment, approve the same 
in writing, whereupon the said ordinance or resolution shall become effective. 
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11 the Area Director takes no action to approve or disapprove any resolutions or 
ordinance within thirty (30) days of its being presented to the Area Director, the 
community shall consider the resolution or ordinance approved and notify the Area 
Director of the same. 

Sec. 3 . Future Powers. The council may exercise such further powers as may in 
the future be delegated to the community by the Secretary of the Interior, or by 
any duly authorized official or agency of government or by any member of the 
community. 

Sec. 4 . Reserved Powers. Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the members 
of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community of Minnesota in respect to any 
interests or affairs of the community, but not expressly referred to in this 
constitution, shall not be abridged by this article, but may be exercised by the 
people of the community through the adoption of appropriate by-laws and constitu- 
tional amendments. 
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IN REf’lV REFER TO: 


United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


MINNESOTA SIOUX AREA FIELD OFFICE 
15 SOUTH FIFTH STREET 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402 


MAY L 


vie ' 


CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to an election authorized by the Area Director on March 25, 1980, 
under delegated authority, the attached amendment to the Constitution 
cf the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community was submitted to the qualified 
voters of the Tribe and was^duly Adopted by a vote o f 18 f or; and 
6 a gainst, in an election in which at least 30 percent of the 32 
members entitled to vote cast their ballot in accordance with Section 16 of 
the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 [48 Stat. 984) as amended 
by the Act of June 15, 1935 [49 Stat. 378). 



Section 52.18 Contesting of Election Results : 

Any qualified voter, within three days following the announcement of the 
results of an election, may challenge the election results by filing with 
the Secretary through the Officer-in-Charge his grounds for the challenge, 
together with substantiating evidence thereof. If in the opinion of the 
Secretary, the objections are valid and are of a nature to so warrant, the 
Secretary shall order a recount or a new election. The results of the 
recount shall be final. 

' Richard L. McLaughlin 
Officer-in-Charge 
Election Board Chairman 




IN REPLY REFER TO: 


United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


MINNEAPOLIS AREA OFFICE 
18 SOUTH FIFTH STREET 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 56402 


WAY 2 2 1980 


APPROVAL 


I Caslmlr L. LeBeau Acting Area Director, 

.by virtue of the authority granted to the Secretary of the Interior 
by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended, and delegated 
to me by 10 -B I AM 3.1; I, do hereby approve the amendment to Article V, 
of the Shakopee Mdewankanton Sioux Community Constitution as adopted. 




